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MUSC 112-1S (3), Music:  NOW! 
Summer 2013 
DAYS 1-4 9:00-5:00 p.m. 
DAY 5 9:00-1:00 
Edgecliff Hall, Room 204 
 
Dr. Kaleel Skeirik 
Voice Mail: 745-3803, E-mail: skeirik@xavier.edu 
 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Studies of selected music that form the basis of the popular musical experience in America through 
2013. Selected vernacular musical styles are studied: such as Ragtime, Blues, Jazz, Big Band, Early and Modern Jazz, Bebob, 
Country Music, Rhythm-and Blues, Rock-and-Roll, Gospel, the American Musical, Rap. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  The main focus of this course centers on improving a person's aural comprehension when listening to 
a popular song and developing an appreciation of the diverse popular musical culture we live in today.  This is accomplished by 
studying the historical era of the composition, its composer, the musical style of the work, and the relationships between the 
work, other compositions and the society that the work was created in.  Students' personal reactions are encouraged. The course 
includes an introduction to music fundamentals.  The course studies over forty representative musical examples in detail and 
exposes students to about 150 additional popular songs. 
 
TEACHING FORMAT:  Approximately 25% lecture, 25% student presentations, 30% independent and computer-assisted 
learning, 20% group learning. 
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TEXT:  American Popular Music, From Minstrelsy to MP3 by Larry Starr and Christopher Waterman, THIRD Edition, 
Oxford University Press, 2010 (ISBN;  978-0-19-539630-0) (Text MUST include the TWO CDs that accompany the text.  I 
will not accept any other edition!) 
 
RECORDINGS:  
1.2 CDs INCLUDED IN THE TEXT  
2. Over 100 Video Clips from Youtube.com and other sites 
 
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS: DO NOT TAKE THIS CLASS IF YOU KNOW YOU WILL MISS SOME OF IT!  All 
STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND EACH HOUR OF EVERY CLASS.   
 
In case of absence students are required to:   
1.  notify me at my voice mail number (743-3803) prior to their absence and  
2.  provide documentation explaining their absence.   
Absence, for any reason, can result in a lower grade.  
Evaluation of absence in relation to determination of the final grade is at the discretion of the instructor.  Missed 
assignments due to absence result in a grade of zero.  All makeup work is at the discretion of the instructor.  
 
HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS:  This course requires each student to meet all course due dates on time.  These include on-line 
quizzes both written and aural, submission of video answer sheets, joint-Prezi assignments. 
 
ASSIGNMENT GOALS: Readings, quizzes, presentations, and outlines are intended to help develop the written and oral skills 
necessary to write about American Popular Music for the final Prezi project that is due after the class ends.  Students should pay 
special attention to musical terms, genres, social developments, song texts, and technological innovations that have significantly 
influenced American Popular music.  At all times the opinion of the student is valued, but only if it is supported with detailed 
factual information about the music, lyrics, performers, composers and other relevant historical information.  Students are 
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expected to take extensive notes, use terminology correctly and make insightful comparison while listening to and studying the 
music.  Students will research scholarly articles related to relevant topics on music and the society that the music was created in 
 
READING/LISTENING ASSIGNMENTS:  Students are expected to read and learn the entire textbook.  Your reading assignment 
begins the day before the first day of class. 
Prior to Day 1:  Chapters 1-3 
Prior to Day 2:  Chapters 4-6 
Prior to Day 3:  Chapters 9-12 
Prior to Day 4:  Chapters 13-15 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:   
 On-line Chapter/Audio Quizzes (these may be retaken as many times as the student wants to up to the due date) 
 Video Clips Worksheets 
 3 Prezi projects  
 3 Scholarly commentaries/reviews of your peer’s Prezi projects. 
 
RESEARCH REQUIREMENTS: 
1 scholarly article for Prezi 2 
2 scholarly articles for Prezi 3 
 
PREZI REQUIREMENTS DURING THE WEEK CLASS IS HELD (Prezis 1 and 2):  Late reports equal a grade of zero. No 
Exceptions.  
 
ALL TEXT FOR ALL PREZI PROJECTS MUST BE PASTED INTO A MICROSOFT WORD DOCUMENT AND SUBMITTED TO 
THE TURNITIN LINK UNDER BLACKBOARD/ASSIGNMENTS. SUBMIT YOUR TEXT TO THE APPROPRIATE TURNITIN 
ASSIGNMENT, I.E PREZI #1 OR #2 ETC. 
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Prezi #1:  Prepared Sunday for Class on Monday 
 
Content: 
Create a fun and interesting Prezi that 
• Introduces you to the class-a fun picture- describes an interest you have-major- year in school-hopes and dreams-
potential occupation 
• Type of music you prefer to listen to-top three choices today-create video links to the songs-tell why you like it 
• Type of music you would least prefer to listen to right now-three examples-create video links to the songs 
• How many songs are on your phone/mp3 player/computer or other listening device 
• One thing you would like to get out of this class 
• All text must be copied out of the Prezi and pasted into a Microsoft Word document and then submitted to 
blackboard/prezi text submission/ Prezi 1 
• No scholarly article required. 
 
 
Prezi # 2 (completed and presented in class day 2 or 3):   
Select one topic between nos. 1 and 33.  
 
Make a detailed Prezi.   
Content Requirements: 
• You will be assigned a partner to review and comment upon your Prezi 
• Develop a theme or hook for your Prezi-don’t just call it  “Madonna” rather you might try “Madonna and Social 
Commentary”  or if you want “Madonna, the singer who sings the same melody for a hundred worthy causes and some 
not so worthy!”  Be inventive and insightful, but respectful to your artist. 
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• Create an original design for your project-the order, the visuals, the path, the concepts, make Prezi work for you 
• Artist Bio 10%- only the key points 
• Discuss the general style of the artist-refer to text and Encyclopedia of Popular Music 
• Musical evaluation of two songs  in detail.  Refer to the Music Song list as a model.  Within your Prezi indicate the song 
title, artists, date, style, musical characteristics ( lyric content with your evaluation, rhythm and meter, melody, 
instruments, harmony, unique elements as they relate to the style).  To figure out the musical characteristics refer to 
the textbook for your artist, much of the information will be there.  If your particular artist is not discussed very much in the 
textbook, then find a similar artist who performs that style and is discussed in the text and review that material.  Then 
relate the two artists to each other in the Prezi as a compare and contrast.  In this way you will be able to make comments 
about the music and have the text as supporting material to assist you 
• Evaluate the social era of the artists-research the times that the songs were released in, comment if the songs reflect the 
time or not 
• Evaluate how diversity does or does not figure into your artists journey 
• Evaluate the lyrics-summarize the content and highlight key text 
• Determine the form of the song-refer to the book for help, ask the instructor for help 
• Find a scholarly article that relates to the lyrics or the artists or the musical style 
• Discuss the article as it relates to your presentation, make at least five insightful relationships 
• J-Store is a good source for articles. 
• Include a bibliographic entry for all sources-format correctly- use a bibliographic citation tool 
• All text must be copied out of the Prezi and pasted into a Microsoft Word document and then submitted to 
blackboard/prezi text submission/ Prezi 2 
• Post a Prezi Share link at Blackboard/Groups/Discussions/Prezi 2-It is required to post your link as a hyperlink. 
 
Prezi No. 3 (Due May 27 by 11:59 pm) 
Select one topic between nos. 34 and 68. 
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If you select 68, see the instructor.  
 
Content: 
• more detailed than No. 2. and include a comparison to another artist.   
• Include  significantly more  analysis of the musical characteristics than No. 2 
• You will be assigned a partner to review and comment upon your Prezi 
• Develop a theme or hook for your Prezi-don’t just call it  “Madonna” rather you might try “Madonna and Social 
Commentary”  or if you want “Madonna, the singer who sings the same melody for a hundred worthy causes and some 
not so worthy!”  Be inventive and insightful, but respectful to your artist. 
• Create an original design for your project-the order, the visuals, the path, the concepts, make Prezi work for you 
• Artist Bio 10%- only the key points 
• Discuss the general style of the artist-refer to text and Encyclopedia of Popular Music 
• Musical evaluation of three songs  in detail.  Refer to the Music Song list as a model.  Within your Prezi indicate the 
song title, artists, date, style, musical characteristics ( lyric content with your evaluation, rhythm and meter, melody, 
instruments, harmony, unique elements as they relate to the style).  To figure out the musical characteristics refer to 
the textbook for your artist, much of the information will be there.  If your particular artist is not discussed very much in the 
textbook, then find a similar artist who performs that style and is discussed in the text and review that material.  Then 
relate the to two artists to each other in the Prezi as a compare and contrast.  In this way you will be able to make 
comments about the music and have the text as supporting material to assist you 
• Evaluate the social era of the artists-research the times that the songs were released in, comment if the songs reflect the 
time or not 
• Evaluate how diversity does or does not figure into your artists journey 
• Evaluate the lyrics-summarize the content and highlight key text 
• Determine the form of the song-refer to the book for help 
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• Find two scholarly articles that relate to the lyrics or the artists or the musical style- J-Store is a good source for 
articles. 
• Discuss the article as it relates to your presentation, make ten relevant statements relating the article to your project 
• Include a bibliographic entry for all sources-format correctly- use a bibliographic citation tool 
• All text must be copied out of the Prezi and pasted into a Microsoft Word document and then submitted to 
blackboard/prezi text submission/ Prezi 3 
• Post a Prezi Share link at Blackboard/Groups/Discussions/Prezi 2-It is required to post your link as a hyperlink. 
• Each student is to add to each person’s Prezi 3 a Critical Discussion of another song by the artist reviewed in that Prezi.  
A link to the song video is required. 
 
Commentaries on Peer Prezi Projects (instructor will assign the Prezis a peer is to review) 
• Write a 1 to 2-page paper that reviews the two Prezis you have been assigned. 
• Setup your paper as a compare and contrast review, below are the concepts to address 
• Do not just march through the concepts below, rather develop an interesting hook and idea to take the reader through the 
review 
• Discuss Prezi organization-path 
• Discuss  extent of musical analysis 
• Discuss extent of lyric and social setting analysis 
• Discuss relevant points from the article(s) 
• Evaluate if a diversity issues is present and if it was well-demonstrated 
• Offer ideas at the end that could further develop this Prezi 
• Your own opinions are important and should be included but only if you give a reason 
 
  Report Topics       
1. Race Records/ “race music” 
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2. W.C Handy 
3. Bessie Smith 
4. Louis Armstrong/Hot Five..other bands/groups 
5. Charley Patton 
6. Robert Johnson 
7. Hillbilly music and Radio 
8. Early Southern black gospel Music( Golden Gate Quartet) 
9. Woody guthrie 
10.  Tommy Dorsey 
11. Jimmy Lunceford 
12. Count Basie 
13. Kansas City bands/performers (boogie-woogie blues) 
14. ASCAP (history/importance/role in the music industry) 
15. Roy Claxton Acuff 
16. Gene Autry 
17. Bob Wills 
18.  Development of the Top 40 radio programming concept/payola 
19.  RCA and the 45 r.p.m. (78 and 33 1/3) differences/markets/effect on music 
20.  Nat “King” Cole 
21.  The Weavers 
22.  Charles Brown 
23. Muddy Waters (McKinley Morganfield 
24. Ruth Brown 
25. Big Mama Thornton 
26. Johnnie Ray 
27. Patti Page 
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28. Ernest Tubb 
29. Alan Freed 
30. The practice of making a “cover version” (“Mystery Train”) 
31. Development of the electric Guitar 
32. The development of synthesizers 
33. Fats Domino 
34. Kingston Trio 
35.  Coasters “Charlie Brown” 
36.  “The Twist” 
37.  Phil spector 
38.  Berry Gordy, Jr. 
39.  Patsy Cline 
40. Ray Charles 
41. Aretha Franklin 
42.  Peter, Paul, and Mary 
43. Dionne Warick/Burt Bacharach/Hal David 
44. Bob Dylan 
45. Simon and Garfunkel 
46. Jefferson Airplane 
47. Janis Joplin 
48. Grateful Dean 
49. Compare:  Hendrix and Clapton 
50. Creedence Clearwater Revival 
51. Merle Haggard 
52. Stevie Wonder 
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53. Led Zeppelin 
54.  Willie Nelson 
55. The Sex Pistols 
56. Tina Turner 
57.  Peter Gabriel 
58. Michael Jackson 
59. Bruce Springsteen 
60. Graceland (Paul Simon, 1986) 
61. Madonna/Prince: Similarities/Differences 
62. Hip-Hop DJ techniques:  backspin to scratching and on 
63. Define “rapper”, Run-D.M.C., Beastie Boys 
64. Gangsta Rap 
65. Techno 
66. Nirvana 
67. Ali Farka Toure and Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan 
68. Your choice with instructor approval 
 
FINAL PREZI TOPICS for NO. 68: 
Students may develop their own Prezi topic. A proposal is required.  The proposal is due Thursday at noon.  
Students must write on American Popular Music. You must include a properly composed bibliography.  If you 
quote material, citations must be properly noted.  
 
Select an artist or group that has been active between 1990 and the present. 
 
The artist or group may be either  
1.  a major recording artist (group) or  
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2.  a regional or local or national level artist (group) that is not in the popular mainstream but is regularly 
performing before the public.  
 
If, for example you want to do a project on a local band you could interview the band, go to their concert and review 
their concert-every aspect of it, make your own evaluation about the topics they sing about, see if they have a link 
that can be legally!!! posted on Prezi and also interview others about their music.  Such a report would need to be 
as comprehensive as a report on a major Pop Artist, but the nature of the content might be significantly different.  A 
rising band would deserve discussion about obstacles to their success, either their own musical issues (from 
musicality to difficult band members) to issues that the populace has with the band's lyrics, music ,or social 
obstructions that prevent the rise of this group or style of music.  Are any diversity issues emerging as you explore 
the artist?  If so report upon them.  Getting a copy of their music onto the Prezi can be difficult, but you could ask 
their permission and tell them it is only for the class and is exclusively for educational purposes.   
 
NORMS FOR EVALUATION FOR FINAL GRADE: 
 100 point scale:  93-100=A, 85-92=B, 72-84=C, 60-71=D, 59 or Below=F 
There are no one or two point grade "boosts."   
For example, a 92 is a B, no exceptions. 
  
 Prezis 1, 2,3    40%   10,30,60 pts.   100 pts 
Written Quizes   15%  15 @ 10 pts each   150 pts 
Aural Quizzes   20%   11.14, 10,13 pts.    48pts 
Video Worksheets   15%  1,3,13,9,11,13,10,9,4,11,4,7,6 pts. 101 pts 
Peer Reviews   10%  10, 30 60 pts.   100 pts.  (499) 
Each  one-hour Absence – minimum 5 pt. deduction 
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Course Outline 
 
 
 
Time  Topic    Chapter/Genre/CD   Title 
 
 
Class 1:  pp. 1-85 
 
9:00-10:00   Overview:  American Popular Music 1  Themes and Streams 
10:00-12:00 19th and Early 20th Century Pop Music 2, Pop.Song, 1.1   Jeanie with the … 
       iMix   After the Ball 
      3, Ragtime, 1.2    Castle House Rag 
           Jazz, 1.3   Tiger Rag 
           
12:00-1:00 Lunch 
     
1:00-3:00 Golden Age of Tin Pan Alley  4, Tin Pan Alley, 1.4   My Blue Heaven 
 1.5-1.6   April Showers (2 Versions) 
 iMix   How Deep Is the Ocean 
 iMix   I Got Rhythm 
 
3:00-5:00 Report Preparation Time (Reports not properly prepared for the next day will be marked down.   
 
 
Class 2. pp. 86-151 
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  5, Blues,1.7 St, Louis Blues 
           Country Blues, iMix Tom Rushen Blues 
                       1.8 That Black Snake Moan 
                          iMix Cross Road Blues 
        “Hillbilly”/Country Music, 1.10 Blue Yodel No. 2 
                         iMix Waiting for a Train 
         “Country” Gospel, 1.09 Gospel Ship 
                          iMix The Sun Didn’t Shine 
 
  Reports:1-9 
 
  6, Early Swing, 1.11 Wrappin’ It Up 
          Swing & Vocal Harmony, 1.12-13 Taking a Chance on Love 
           Paper Doll 
      Swing & Big Band, iMix One O’Clock Jump 
                           iMix Ko-Ko 
                           1.14 In The Mood 
 
  Reports 10-14 
 
       Country Music (Swing Era), iMix Great Speckled Bird 
                         iMix Cool Water 
        Western Country Music, 1.15 New Santonio Rose 
       (Swing Era) 
 
Class 3: , pp. 152-235  
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  Reports 15-19 
 
  7, Rhythm & Blues (jump style), 1.17 Choo Choo Ch’ Boogie 
                             iMix Black Night 
  Reports 20-21 
 
     Chicago Urban R&B, 1.18 Hoochie Coochie Man 
        Women in R&B---Elvis P. 1.19 Mama, He Treats Your … 
                          1.20 Hound Dog 
 
  Reports 22-25 
  
       Country & Western (1950’s), 1.21 It’s Mighty Dark to Travel 
                            iMix The Wild Side of Life 
                            iMix It Wasn’t God Who… 
                            iMix I’m So Lonesome I… 
                            iMix Hey, Good Lookin’ 
 
  Reports 26-29 
 
 
  8.  Rock ‘n’ Roll 
 
  Reports 30-32 
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  Rock ‘n’ Roll (1954-9), 2.1-2 Shake, Rattle, and Roll 
      Rock ‘n’ Roll + R&B black vocal, 2.3-4 Sh-Boom 
  Rock ‘n’ Roll (Elvis Presley) 2.5-6 Mystery Train 
     Rock ‘n’ Roll (Chuck Berry), 2.7 Maybellene 
       Rock ‘n’ Roll  (the flamboyant), 2.8 Long Tally Sally 
                           2.9 Don’t Be Cruel 
 
Class 4, pp. 236-381  
 
  Report 33 
 
       Rock ‘n’ Roll  (mainstream pop), 2.10 Charlie Brown 
 
  Reports 34-35 
 
  9.  American Pop and the British Invasion 
 
  Reports 36-38 
 
  Motown Sound, 2.11-12 My Girl 
   You Can’t Hurry Love 
       The British Invasion/ 
  American Response, 2.13 Good Vibrations 
 
  10. Country, Soul, Urban Folk, and the Rise of Rock 
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  Reports 39-41 
 
  Soul, 2.14 Papa’s Got a Brand New Bag 
               2.15 Respect 
 
  Reports 42-50 
 
        Country and Mainstream pop, iMix It’s Too Late 
   Superstition 
   Crocodile Rock 
   Love’s Theme 
   Thank God I’m a Country Boy 
   Hotel California 
 
  11. Rock Music, Disco and the Popular Mainstream 
 
  Reports 51-52 
 
  Disco, iMix Love to Love You Baby 
                  2.17 Bad Girls 
              iMix Good Times 
 
  Report 53 
 
  12. Progressive country, Reggae, Punk, Funk, and Rap 
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  Report 54 
 
  P-Funk, iMix Psycho Killer 
  Early Hip-Hop, 2.18 The Message 
 
Class 5, . pp. 382-476  
 
  Report 55 
 
  13.  Digital/MTV/Mainstream iMIx Lady 
   Sweet Dreams…  
   What’s Love Got to Do with It 
   Jump 
   Sledgehammer 
 
  Reports 55-61 
 
  14. Hip-Hop, Alternative Music, and the Entertainment Business 
 
  Reports 62-63 
 
  Report 64-65 
  Hip-Hop to Rap, 2.19 Walk This Way 
                      iMix Night of the Living Baseheads 
   What’s My Name? 
         Indie Rock (Underground),iMix Holiday In Cambodia 
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   Smells Like Teen Spirit 
  Report 66 
        Urban Folk Music, iMix Not A Pretty Girl 
   Doo Wop (That Thing) 
   Nowhere to Stand 
  Report 67 
 
